
MAYDAY AND URGENT MESSAGES 
 

MAYDAY 
 

Unconscious or life threat to firefighter 

Rapid fire development 

Air emergency 
 

Collapse occurred or imminent 
U 
T 
E 
  

Lost or trapped firefighter  
I 
T 
T 
L 
E 
 

Missing firefighter  
O 
U 
S 
E 
  



 URGENT 
 

Back out, discontinue interior attack 
 

Loss of water 

Injury to a member, non-life threatening 

Feared structural collapse 

Exposure problem (fire entering exposure) 

Environmental change 
 
 
 LUNAR 
 
LUNAR is an acronym used to gain information in regards to a missing firefighter 

 

Last known location 

Unit (engine, ladder, etc.) 

Name 

Assignment (nozzle, back-up, irons, roof) 

Radio equipped? / Resources needed 
 
 
 
 



CAN 
 

CAN is an acronym used to remember some key information when giving radio 
reports 

 

Conditions 

Actions 

Needs 
 


